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Minutes of the meeting of Hoveton Parish Council 

Monday 15th May 2023 at 18:45. 

Meeting held in the Jubilee Room at Hoveton Village Hall. 
 

 

Present: Cllrs Russell Reeve (Chair), Peter Howe, Barry Edwards, Rob Henson, Alex Howe. 
 
In attendance: Ben Bethell (Parish Clerk), Cllr Nigel Dixon, and three members of the public. 
 

 

1 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

1.1 – Cllr Russell Reeve was nominated as Chair and all AGREED. 

1.2 – Cllr Peter Howe was nominated as Vice-Chair and all AGREED. 

 

2 ATTENDANCE 

No apologies were received. 

 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None 

 

4 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 

The minutes of the full council meeting held on 17th April 2023 were AGREED and signed by the 

Chairman.  

 

5 PUBLIC FORUM 

5.1 Cllr Dixon began by saying that communications about Brook Park continue and he is still 

chasing a resolution. 

Work to remedy issues at Forty Row is being undertaken following the problems 

encountered after the recent planned work. 

It was noted that there was not a favourable report in relation to the Local Walking and 

Cycling Infrastructure project being run by Norfolk County Council.  Cllr Dixon is on record 

as noting the lack of suitable publicity for the event. 
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5.2 No report received from Cllr Mancini Boyle 

5.3  No police report received 

5.4 There were no comments or questions from the public. 

 

6 COUNCILLOR ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Cllr Reeve had prepared a draft of the suggested roles and responsibilities.  This was shown to 

the meeting and some minor changes were made.  The updated version was AGREED.  These 

roles and responsibilities will be noted on the website as before. 

 

7 PLANNING 

7.1  BA/2023/0160/HOUSEH - Single storey rear extension - 27 Horning Road, Hoveton, 

Norfolk, NR12 8JN – No objection 

7.2 PF/23/0484 - Installation of external insulation with render finish to walls of dwelling – 

Medina, 27 Church Road, Hoveton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR12 8UG – No objection 

7.3 PF/23/0856 - Proposed conservatory extension to front of bungalow - 80 Grange Close, 

Hoveton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR12 8EB – No objection 

7.4 PF/23/0766 - Detached pool building to rear of dwelling - 7 St Johns Way, Hoveton, 

Norwich, Norfolk, NR12 8QB – This application was discussed at length and it was AGREED that 

the Council would make an objection as follows: 

The Parish Council OBJECTS to this application for the following reasons: 

- Foul water drainage is difficult on this estate.  A swimming pool adds to the burden and could 

cause significant problems. 

- Surface water drainage is also a challenge and the impact of an additional building must be 

carefully considered. 

- The structure is excessive in scale given the surrounding properties. 

- The presence of potentially noisy external plant in this quiet area is a serious concern. 

7.5 The Council AGREED that both applications for Hoveton Village Hall should be progressed 

and concluded.  There is a cost attached to both, but this is now unavoidable. 

 

8 ADMINISTRATION 

8.1 The Clerks report was received.  The clerk noted the current lack of councillors and the 

need to recruit.  He also mentioned the opportunity presented by the new Parish Warden role but 

warned that it is important to get the right person.  The positive press from the litter pick and new 

tree by the village sign was also noted. 

8.2 There was a brief discussion about the need to attract new councillors and how best to do 

this.  All were in agreement that it is a pressing task. 

8.3 It was AGREED that the Standing Orders were still appropriate and needed no change. The 

Asset Register was discussed and two points require updating – the addition of the new bus 

shelter and the reduction of benches.  It was AGREED that a rolling review cycle of policies should 

be adopted. 
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8.4 It was AGREED that the key points raised in this meeting would be noted in The New 

Bridge report. 

8.5 An email had been sent to all Councillors by Mr Eade accusing the Parish Clerk of damage 

to his bird seed stand.  The Clerk has challenged this and made it clear that he is not responsible.  

Despite the challenge, Mr Eade has made no further comment.  The Council noted the concerns 

and AGREED that no further action should be taken. 

8.6 Cllr Alex Howe gave a brief report about the flowerbeds near the village sign.  She thanked 

those volunteers who have kept the area looking so nice.  Thanks was also noted to the local 

resident who allows use of her water butts for the flowerbeds.  The Lions were thanked for 

providing the new tree and it was noted that more volunteers would be very welcome. 

8.7 It was AGREED to have a stand at the Lion’s summer fete.  This will provide opportunity to 

promote the Council and try to attract new councillors. 

8.8 The Local Walking and Cycling Infrastructure Plan is an initiative being run by Norfolk 

County Council.  The issues surrounding communications and timescales for the consultation 

event have already been noted by Councillor Dixon.  The Council shared his frustrations.  It was 

AGREED that a common approach with Wroxham Parish Council is needed. 

8.9 A lengthy discussion about allowing trading on the Staithe took place.  It was AGREED that 

more information was needed about any proposal before any conclusion could be reached.  

However, it was noted that the sale of bird seed did not seem like a good idea and the Council 

was not keen to pursue this.  It was noted that a fundraiser of a different kind may be possible, for 

example the sale of raffle tickets. 

 

9 COUNCILLOR ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

9.1 The previously discussed job specification and roles and responsibilities were AGREED. 

9.2 The Clerk had prepared a financial overview which detailed the need for more budget to be 

allocated to this role in future years.  Whilst various options (including raising the precept) were 

discussed, it was felt that the role is essential and that the benefits far outweigh the costs.  It was 

AGREED to get the advertising started week commencing May 22nd and to publish a ‘slimmed 

down’ version of the advert in The New Bridge.  

 

10 FINANCE 

10.1 The Schedule of Payments was reviewed and AGREED. 

It was noted that the project funds for the disabled roundabout were being questioned by NNDC 

as the remainder of the funding has not been found.  As such, it was AGREED that the funds 

should be repaid to NNDC and that another application would be made once things were more 

clear. 

10.2 It was AGREED that the Council is aware of its responsibilities as Trustee and is working to 

deal with legacy issues.  Risks are carefully considered and dealt with.  The number of 

Trustee/Whole Hall meetings has increased significantly to allow time to deal with the finance 

challenges. 
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10.3 The Clerk ran through the provisional AGAR figures and the ways that the Council protects 

itself and those involved.  The Council discussed the risk registers (finance and operational) and 

AGREED that both were still appropriate.  However, it was also noted that the work to produce the 

updated risk register is ongoing and that the new document would be a significant improvement.   

10.4 It was AGREED that reserves should be increased by £9000 in line with the savings made 

now that the Granary Staithe loan repayments have finished.  The Earmarked Reserves will be 

moved into the savings account to aid clarity when bank reconciliations are done.  It was noted 

that General Reserves need to be increased to at least six months of turnover in time.  It was also 

noted that the Council must do some additional work to understand any additional liabilities such 

as street lamps. 

 

11 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

None noted 

 

 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………  

 

Date……………………………………………………  

 

Name…………………………………………………. 

 

Ben Bethell, Parish Clerk & RFO 

Tel: 07572 349600 

Email: clerk@hoveton-pc.org.uk 

mailto:clerk@hoveton-pc.org.uk
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